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of Alaska Sir: In obedience to my instructions of April 20, 1880, under which | was directed to ascertain and
report as far as possible the number of inhabitants of each geographical division of the Alaskan district, with an
account of the occupations, modes of subsistence of the people, their dietary, dress, etc., indicating a
proportional consumption of domestic and imported articles; their religious and educational institutions, with
all statistical information relative thereto which might be available, together with such matters of economical
and social importance as should seem to me to fall within the scope of my labors, | have the honor to report
that during the seasons of 1880 and 1881 | made an extended exploration of the greater part of Alaska and a
careful enumeration of its people, collecting at the same time facts and statistics bearing upon their past and
present condition and the volume of trade in that region. The immense extent of country contained in the
district made it impossible for me to visit every section in person, even in two summers, but the population
statistics of regions beyond my reach | have obtained from the most reliable sources. The people of the Arctic
coast down to King s island, in Bering sea, were enumerated by Captain E. E. Smith, a whaling master of long
experience, speaking the Innuit tongue, who accompanied the United States steamer Thomas Corwin on her
Arctic cruise in 1880 in the capacity of ice pilot. Most of his figures are from actual count. For the enumeration
of the coast people from King s island to the mouth...
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