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illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . .. and the introduction of the pyrite process there, it is not necessary to speak, except
perhaps to say that the process was there yet to be put to the severest test it still had to meet. By the initiated
the pyrites of the Mount Lyell mine could not but be regarded as a veritable metallurgical feast, but to the
outside world pyrite smelting had still to prove its adaptability to copper ores pure and simple. Some anxiety
had arisen in this regard in the minds of prominent authorities, but previous experience, aided by a few simple
chemical facts, had inspired the writer with considerably greater confidence in the fidelity of copper to sulphur
under nearly all circumstances, and, for his part, he could not call up any apprehensiveness that the powerful
oxidizing atmosphere of the pyrite furnace would ever be quite powerful enough to shatter this strong bond of
affinity. It was gratifying to observe that this question was practically settled by the very first slag that ran out
of the first Mount Lyell furnace, though not a little amusing mystification was engendered by the extreme
emphasis of the endorsement given by the furnace. It went even further than the wildest expectation could have
gone, for the slag analysis revealed no copper at all. Suspicion at once fell on the chemist, poor man! than
whom there is not a more conscientious and careful analyst living; but a repeat analysis only showed the same
result. Recent American...
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