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illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: . . . back to them for a moment. As we drew back along the ridge and dipped into the
first hollow a party of the natives detached themselves from the rest as if to come round upon our flank, but
this fortunately was formed by a steep ascent covered with dense jung-le which would have occupied them
some time to get through. Arriving at the bank above the boat, the pig carriers with their burthen speedily
reached the bottom, all three rolling down together. When they were well clear we followed, keeping a sharp
look out behind in case of any advantage being taken of our position. The boat had grounded upon the reef
with the falling tide, but with some difficulty was g-ot afloat, when we left the place. After rounding the point we
opened a large bay on the west side of the island where we saw the mouth of a small stream pointed out by the
natives during our last interview, but, on approaching within 300 yards, it was found that boats could not get
any closer in at low water, the shore being everywhere fringed by a reef. This is the most beautiful and sheltered
portion of the island, well wooded, with a sandy beach, chimps of cocoa-nut CANOES VISIT THE SHIP. 195 trees,
and a village of four or five huts. We landed on a small islet connected with the south-west point of Pig Island by
a reef, and strolled about with our...
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