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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . THE QUARTETTE The weather favours us, --a little too much,
perhaps, he added, as he was struck in the face by the spray of a breaking wave. The passage under the bridges
was particularly terrifying. The water rolled under the arches in sombre cataracts with a terrifying noise and
fearful spraying; the wind, which was blowing in the opposite direction, opposed, though it could not stop, the
wild rush of the waves, which whirled in eddies and were maddened by this resistance in the narrow passage
between the piles, which caused their mass to bound back. The wind howled, the water hissed and roared, and
the damp echoes of the arches repeated these noises and made them more frightful still. The boat, steered with
miraculous tact and almost inconceivable perspicacity in the deep night, shot safely through the centre of the
safest arch and then issued on the other side, dainty, coquettish, and proud, as it had certainly the right to be.
As it was passing Blackfriars Bridge, a white shape, falling from above, shot rapidly past the axis of the arch
and fell in the water like swan s-down a short distance from the boat. The swan s-down struggled, and the two
arms of a woman showed above the skirt ballooned by the fall. When the yawl, carried along, passed near the
pale phantom floating on the black waters like an elf or a nixie of the German legends, two desperate hands...
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